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ENROLLED, An Act,

Relating to unclaimed or abandoned motor vehicles;
to amend Sections 32-8-84, 32-13-1, 32-13-2, 32-13-3, 32-13-4,
and 32-13-6, Code of Alabama 1975, to further provide for the
titling and sale of certain unclaimed motor vehicles; to
provide for notice; to further provide for when a law
enforcement officer may remove a motor vehicle from certain
locations; to provide limited immunity; to further provide for
the titling and sale of abandoned motor vehicles; to provide
for pre-sale appeals by the Alabama Tax Tribunal and the
circuit court; to provide procedures for contesting sales; to
provide for the deduction of certain costs from the proceeds
of a sale; to add Sections 32-13-9 and 32-13-10, to the Code
of Alabama 1975; to require ccooperation of law enforcement in
enforcement of the act; to provide criminal penalties for
fraudulent statements regarding the sale of an abandoned motor
vehicle; and in connection therewith would have as its purpose
or effect the requirement of a new or increased expenditure of
local funds within the meaning of Amendment 621 of the
Constitution of Alabama of 1901, now appearing as Section
111.05 of the Official Recompilation of the Constitution of
Alabama cf 1901, as amended.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:
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Section 1. Sections 32-8-84, 32-13-1, 32-13-2,
32-13-3, 32-13-4, and 32-13-6, Code of Alabama 1975, are
amended to read as follows:
"§32-8-84.
"(a} A-peace—officer—whotearnsof—the—theft—of=
bric . i - : hied

I I il ] 1= 1 Ta . - s
LI LU UL LVUITIVE L S TUIT IO RITOWS UL TS IrIeasomrrTo—peTrIeve

3 i ) i i b et i
threft—or—recovery—to—tire—department- The following shall be

considered an unclaimed motor wvehicle:

Lo
WITOSS

"(1) A motor vehicle left unattended on a public

road or highway for more than 48 hours.

"(2) A motor vehicle, not left on private property

for repairs, that has remained on private or other public

property for a period of more than 48 hours without the

consent of the owner or lessee of the property.

"(3) A motor vehicle, left on private property for

repairs, that has not been reclaimed within 48 hours from the

latter of either the date the repairs were completed or the

agreed upon redemption date.

"{b) Amowmer—or s iienhoider may—report—the—tieft

ol Joa 1 . e : — L] e I ] = o,
VI VUL TR, WL Lo LUVITVO LU UL a4 CLU TN, LU LTI P L UICIT L,

b . el o b b - al - . o - .
MUl LTI Wi A L LTI TL I Y U DS TG LT T Lo MUL U ULl VUV L O TUILT

b h . h | . "l i i, b ol
urress—a—warranthas—leer—tesstred ot arrest o o persorn

b b LI, Iy T, . b ¥
gt Wt e Conmver S TUINL A persomrwiro— s —soreported—tire
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et . . Fricre—shati—Fforthwitiat
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departmetrts A person or entity in possession of an unclaimed

motor vehicle shall report the motor vehicle as unclaimed to

the Department of Revenue within five calendar days from the

date the motor vehicle first was considered unclaimed. The

report shall be made in a manner as prescribed by the

department.
" I
(c) (1) Aroperator—ofarpiree—ofburstrmess—for
. : : lad o : Tt 1 rd Pk
SGLG\JJ.H.B’ LCPG.J.J.J.IIB’ LJO.J.J\.LI.I\:’ L DLUJ..LII\:] VIl LW LU O LUl CILC
- . " - . S | - 1 L] -l = - al g
ptlbi:!:c, T WITICIT [=§ vioIlT D LT IO LIS Uil L LIS LD ol IJCJ.J.Uu L
. , , .
38 daysf Shaiil NIthIH 38 daSs after the e::ptrattcn Cf that
. , .
period;report—the—veiricie—as—unrcizrimed—to—thedepartment—-
Suchrreport—shait—e—onmr=aformprescribedby—the—department—-

Upon receiving notice as required in subsection {(b),: the

department shall place a 45-calendar dav hold on the title

record and no title shall be issued during that time period

unless the title transaction occurred prior to the date the

motor vehicle was deemed unclaimed or the motor vehicle was

returned to the recorded owner or lienholder of record, if

any.

"{2) If the motor vehicle was returned to the

recorded owner or lienholder of record, if any, prior to the

conclusion of the 45-calendar_day hold period on the title

record, the person or entity who reported the motor vehicle as
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unclaimed shall report the return of the motor wvehicle within

five calendar days in a manner as prescribed by the

department.
"A—vefrtete—teftby—tes—owner—wircse—rmame—anmd—address
] - b 3 , d i

L . - 3 | . e h e | 1 L] ol
e rimed—Apersonr—wiro—fails—to report Vel oo as uncrarIme
, . . . . . .
Draccordanrce—witir—tirts——subsect o forfetts—ati—etatmes—amd

9 . Fa I » . . 1. o ) Y s
LLUIo LU L Lo Yd L agrringy, LAl Ll LI, PMPALRNIIIN UL oLULLHY Jdlld Lo

3 . g e e £ £ :
STe660—

"(d) (1) A person or entity in possession of an

unclaimed motor vehicle, upon reporting the motor vehicle as

unclaimed to the department, shall utilize the National Motor

Vehicle Title Information System (NMVTIS) to determine the

current title state of record or, if no current title exists

for the motor vehicle, the most recent state of registration

for the motor vehicle. Thereafter, the person or entity shall

submit a records request to the state of record within five

calendar days from the date the motor vehicle was reported as

unclaimed to the department.

"{2) The records request shall be sent to the

current title state of record in order to obtain the name and

address of the owner and lienholder+—+f—arys of record, if

any. If no current title exists, the records request shall be
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sent to the most recent state of reqgistration in order to

obtain the name and address of the owner.

"(3)a. In the event that no NMVTIS record exists and

there is evidence that could be reasonably ascertained by the

person or entity indicating that the motor vehicle has been

registered in another state, the person or entity, within five

calendar days from the date the motor vehicle was reported as

unclaimed to the department, shall submit a records request to

the state of registration in order to obtain the name and

address of the owner. Thereafter, the person or entity shall

send notice by certified mail with either return receipt

requested or electronic delivery confirmation, within five

calendar days from receipt of the title record, to the owner

and lienholder of record, if any, or registration record, to

the owner of record, advising the owner and lienholder of

record, if any, of the location of the motor vehicle, normal

business hours of the facility holding the motor vehicle, any

accrued charges or fees, the daily storage rate, and the

mailing address and contact telephone number of the person or

entity in possession of the motor vehicle.

"b., The neotice required in paragraph a. shall

include the following lanquage in no smaller than 10 point

type: "If this motor vehicle is not redeemed by the recorded

owner or lienholder of record within 30 calendar dayé from the

date of this notice, the motor vehicle shall be considered
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abandoned as defined in Section 32-13-1, Code of Alabama 1975,

The motor vehicle may then be sold pursuant to the provisions

of the Alabama Abandoned Motor Vehicle Act_as provided for in

Title 32, Chapter 13, Code of Alabama 1875."

"{4) A person who fails to report a motor vehicle as

unclaimed or fails to notify the owner and lienholder of

record, if any, in accordance with this subsection shall

forfeit all claims and liens for the motor veh;cle's'qaraqinq,

parking, and storage prior to the time the motor vehicle is

reported as unclaimed; provided, however, failure to report

shall not result in the forfeiture of claims and liens for the

towing and repair of a motor vehicle.

"+ (e) (1) The department shall maintain and
appropriately index weekly—cumulative public records. of
stoten—converted;—recovered—=anmd unclaimed motor vehicles
reported to it pursuant teo this section. The department may
meke—amrd—dtstribute—weekty provide lists of the vehicle
identification numbers for such motor vehicles so—reported—to
it—to—peace—officers—uponrrequest without fee =mdt—to~others
for—the—fee;—3+f—anyr in a manner as the department prescribes.

" (2) The department shall provide notice of

unclaimed motor vehicles to law enforcement.

"({3) Notice shall also be provided to the person or

entity who reported the motor vehicle as unclaimed if it has

been reported as stolen to law enforcement.
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"tey (f) {1l) The department may suspend the
registration of a vehicle whose theft or conversion is
reported to it pursuant te this sectiony. umtt: Until the
department learns of its recovery or that the report of its
theft or conversion was erroneous, it shall nof issue a
certificate of title for the motor vehicle.

"{(2) A title shall be issued by the department in
the name of an insurance company on a vehicle that is reported
stolen when a settlement between the insured and his or her
insurance company has occurred. The title shall be issued
electronically in the name of the insurance company until the
vehicle has been recovered, and, if recovered, the title may
be issued in paper form.

"§32-13~1.

"For the purposes of this chapter, =amrabmdomed

o h _— | h I | . h . | -l - -l - fa] g
MUV CTL viellLL IO Slld Ll L e all  d LUl VO L IO o L DINUT DI OO U EUIT

F2—8~2 the following terms shall have the following meanings:
" :
tH—Whrehrhes—beer—3eft—by—tire—owner;—or—some

Pe:son aCtI."g fOI the OI“IE!, Hi th T autc!"cbiie &eaierl

. : i . . . . :
reasomrandtEsot—bhesnr—catiedfor-by—tie—owrer—or—otier

e . | 4= Pl a ¥ -l W agl Y . by =)
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"{1) ABANDONED MOTQOR VEHICLE. A motor vehicle as

defined in Section 32-8-2, that has been unclaimed as provided

in Section 32-8-84 for not less than 30 calendar days from the

date the notice was sent to the owner and lienholder_of

record, or if no owner or lienholder of record could be

determined, has been unclaimed for not less than 30 calendar

days. The term "abandoned motor vehicle" also includes any

attached aftermarket equipment installed on the motor vehicle

that replaced factory installed equipment.

"(2) DEPARTMENT. The Department of Revenue.

n
§32-13-2.
n 4 H
(a} By A law enforcement officer who—finds—amoter
ol 1 - 1a, o - = - | o . | b
LUdAdWL, L HIIIWaAy L ULUITCTL L.J.LUIJCJ.I.—_Y LUL dl | AR SR L LS G W S~ ) G o) - g
" —_— 1 - b, . | N1 L. v - | - - b
SEUETI days, oY NLJ..L\.—J.J. ke UITQ L L OO LU AT LIS UL LVCTL LW LS i
h _— . h s s =l . - - -l h LI | .y o
voelll o OIS DO Al Lot et oL Lo J.IIIPD.LJ.C'J. Uy Gl QUG LTUUTINLT UL LWL
1 el : s ] e ]
. . . . .
&HfOICEH[BI!t OffICGI, or—which—+s SUbJECt to—an :tltpcundment

"l i . . " . ¥ il g - - 3 oy B
YL I LU OUt ST AU TITY LTI T T O PpAa T KInTgT VIO atTomrsSy may cause

tire a motor vehicle to be removed to the nearest garage or

other place of safety+ under any of the following

circumstances:
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"(l) The motor vehicle is left unattended on a

public street, road, or highway or other property for a period

of at least 48 hours.

"(2) The motor vehicle is left unattended because

the driver of the vehicle has been arrested or is impaired by

an accident or for any other reason which causes the need for

the vehicle to be immediately removed ag determined necessary

by the law enforcement officer,

"(3) The motor vehicle is subiject tec an impoundment

order for outstanding traffic or parking viclations.

(b) (1) #&my A law enforcement officer who, pursuant
to this section, causes any motor vehicle to be removed to a
garage or cther place of safety shall be liable for gross
negligence only.

"and—amy (2) A person removing +he a motor vehicle
or other property at the direction of a law enforcement
officer in accordance with this section shall have a lien on
the motor vehicle for a reasonable fee for the removal and for
the storage of the motor vehicle.

"(c) Ay A law enforcement officer who urder—this
sectton causes the removal of any motor vehicle to a garage or

other place of safety sh=a1} pursuant to this section, within

five calendar days, shall give written notice of the removaly

wirtehr. The notice shall include a complete description of the

motor vehicle serist identification number and license number
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thereof, provided the information is available, to beth the

Secretary of State—ami—the—Pepzrement—of—FubiicSafety the

Alabama Law Enforcement Agency.

"(d) Phe An owner or lessee of real property or
their his or her agent, upon which anm=aisamdemed a motor
vehicle zs—definmed—imSectiton—32—313—t has become abandoned

unclaimed, as provided for in Section 32-8-84 may caﬁse the

abamdomred motor vehicle to be removed to a secure place. Any

person or entity removing the vehicle at the direction of the

owner or lessee of +he real property or their his or her agent

whro pursuant to this section shall estse—tire—alrarreenedtmotor

ey - . b | . o . P
UL MU L AU LULID LTIV LITY CHC VLWL UL UL LUV CL LY JdUL LT

” . e 3 £ 3 et
agenrt—imraccordance—withrthis—section—siha3t have a lien on the
motor vehicle for a reasonable fee for the removal and for
storage of the motor vehicle.

"(e) ¥re An owner or lessee or agent of the real
property owner7—rTemr—holders and the towing agent or. wrecker
service employed shall be liable to the owner or party—in
pussessiomrof—tire—vehtcte lienholder of record for action
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taken under this section only for gross negligence urrcer—tiris
wseetton.
"§32-13-3.

" (a) tH—Anyeutomebrite—denter—wrecker —service—or

3 ad k| him b kT . Tore 1
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motor—reiricte—at—pubticaunction A person or entity in

possession of a motor vehicle that is considered an abandoned

motor vehicle may sell the motor vehicle at a public auction.
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Teast—30—days—before—the—date—of=salte- Notice of the date,

time, and place of the sale and a description of the motor

vehicle to be sold, including the year, make, model, and

vehicle identification number, shall be given by publication

once a week for two successive weeks in a newspaper of general

circulation in the county in which the sale is to be held,

provided the vehicle is registered in the county. In counties

in which no newspaper is published, notice shall be given by

posting such notice in a conspicuous place at the courthouse.

The first publication or posting, as the case may be, shall be

at Jeast 30 days before the date of sale. A person or entity

selling a motor vehicle at public auction under subsection (a)
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shall give notice of the public auction to the department at

least 35 calendar days prior to date of the public auction.

"(2) The notice of public auction shall be in a

manner as prescribed by the department and shall include all

of the following:

"a. The name and address of the current owner and

lienholder of record, if any, as reflected on the current

title or registration record of state.

"b. The contact information for the person or entity

filing the notice.

"c. The motor vehicle's identification number, vear,

make, and model.

"d. The date, time, and location of the auction.

"(3) The auction shall occur where the vehicle is

located. The department, within five calendar days of receipt

of the notice of public auction, shall send a motor vehicle

interest termination notice to_the current owner and

lienholder of record, if any, as disclosed on the notice of

public _auction. The motor vehicle interest termination notice

shall advise the owner and lienholder of record, if any, that

their interest in the motor vehicle, upon its sale, will be

terminated pursuant to this chapter, and personal property and

items contained in the motor vehicle will be disposed of in a

manner determined by the person or entity conducting the sale.
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"(4) The notice shall include all the information

provided in the notice of public auction as well as the owner

or other interested party's appeal rights, pursuant to

Sectiong 32-13-4 and 40-2A-8, to contest the proposed sale of

the motor vehicle,

"(c) (1) Upon payment of the sales price, the

purchaser of the abandoned motor vehicle shall be entitled to,

and the person;—firmr or govermmemtat entity making the sale

shall issue; a bill of saler—itnma—formeas—prescribedby—the
Pepartrerrt——of-Revenue;—to for the abandoned motor vehicle,

free and clear of all liens, security interests, and

encumbrances, in a form as prescribed by the department.

"(2) Each person or entity who sells a motor wvehicle

pursuant to this chapter, for three years from the date of the

sale, shall maintain all of the following:

"a. Copies of the notices sent pursuant to.

subsection (d) of Section 32-8-84, to the previous motor

vehicle owner and lienholder of record, along with evidence

that the notices were sent by certified mail.

"b. Any associated National Motor Vehicle Title

Information System (NMVTIS) records and owner and lienholder

records received from any state pursuant to subsection (d) of

Section 32-8-84.

"¢c. Any other records as required by the department.
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"(3) Notwithstanding the—foregoimg any other

provision in this section, if the person—firm; or

governmmernrtat entity making the sale of the motor vehicle

failed to provide motice proper notices as required in

subsection (d) of Section 32-8-84, or this chapter, or—did-met

. b el . o i = .
L= S =11 L I WL S S L EL L B R U N W) R G P g by § L — L WPL D I B ) UW!IEIS, Ieg:st:allts,

"l . "1 b In Al W - . ol .
oL ULTU AL ULITOY, AL L LTIV IUG Lo UL LT OTULUVLL,, L L dlly, LD HIC

motor—veiricie—imr—the manmer regurired—irereitm—tirenr the sale of
the abandoned vehicle shall be void and the current owners,
registrants, secured parties, and lienholders of record, if
any, for the motor vehicle shall retain their ownership,
security interests, liens, and interests in the motor vehicle.

"(d) (1) Each purchaser of an abandoned motor vehicle

subject to titling shall make an application for a certificate

of title unless the motor vehicle is being sold by the

purchaser to a licensed automotive dismantler and parts

recycler or secondary metals recycler for the purpose of

dismantling it or recycling it into metallic scrap for

remelting purposes.

"(2) A purchaser of an abandoned motor vehicle who

sells an abandoned motor wvehicle tc a licensed automotive

dismantler and parts recycler or secondary metals recycler, in

lieu of surrendering the certificate of title as prescribed in

Section 32-8-87(s) (1), may surrender the bill of sale for the

abandoned motor vehicle to the licensed automotive dismantler
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and parts recycler or secondary metals recvcler. The licensed

automotive dismantler and parts metals recycler or secondary

parts recycler shall then proceed with the notice of

cancellation procedures as prescribed in Section 32-8-87(s) (1)

utilizing the bill of sale in lieu of the certificate of

title. The bill of sale shall be subject to the same records

retention requirements as those prescribed in Section

32-8-87(s) (1) for a certificate of title.

"(e) (1) If the current certificate of title to a

motor vehicle sold pursuant to this chapter is designated a

salvage certificate of title, or if the records of the

department indicate an application for a salvage certificate

of title has previously been received, the new certificate of

title issued by the department shall also be a salvage

certificate of title.

"(2) The purchaser of a salvage abandoned motor

vehicle shall not be permitted to register the vehicle or

cperate it upon the highways of this state until such time as

the vehicle is restored by a licensed rebuilder and inspected

by the department as required by Section 32-8-87 and a rebuilt

Alabama certificate of title is issued.

"§32-13-4.

"(a) Ary—=auvtomobitie—deater;—wrecker—service—or

- - i M . ]
LAl oL VIV UNWNINT L VL 4all =L ol & L LI UL UVCLTINCIIUAaT
r r [

I L " . b e, b4 3 - ] I . B | .
LUy VI wiIo ST property o motor venrrcre s rawtuTy towed—=t
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motor—vehricte—wit—e—tretd-
"t5r The right-of—the current owners, registrants,
secured parties, and lienholders of record, if any, for—the of

a motor vehicle, prior to the sale, may ¢ contest the right

to—seli—such sale of the motor vehicle pursuant to this

chapter by the filing withimto—daysbefore—the—scheduied—date

Y S e ] = o, T . Japects al = ks K s, - h .
L L% % L-—Ri- ]~ YU 35 - W N SR W U § -y § L v voelllL O UL dITap o a Ul DO AL LI

toPre—conducted—tefore—tire—fudge—of a notice of appeal with

the Alabama Tax Tribunal pursuant to subsection (a) of Section

40-2A-8, or in the circuit court of in the county itm—wirieh
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where the sale is tote—tretd scheduled to occur. Fire
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"(b) (1) IFftheTtames—oraddresses—or—both—ofthe

)

"toFr If no application for hearing is timely made by

the current owners, registrants, secured parties, or
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lienholders of record, if any, for the motor vehicle, the
motor vehicle may be sold at the time and place designated in

the notice of sale and any personal property or items

contained in the vehicle may be disposed of in a manner

determined by the person or entity conducting the sale.

"(2) If application for a hearing is timely made by
the current owners, registrants, secured parties, or
lienholders of record, if any, for the motor vehicle, then all

such persons parties shall be <Joimedas—parties—anmd provided
notice by the Alabama Tax Tribunal or the Judge—of—tire circuit

court. fm—the—courty whrere—the—sate—occurred The Alabama Tax

Tribunal or circuit court shall conduct a hearing to determine

if the motor wvehicle is an abandoned motor vehicle as defined

by this chapter and showntdbe—sotd—inr—the—manmrer—prescribed

rererrr whether proper notices were provided pursuant to

subsection (d) of Section 32-8-84 and this chapter. The motor

vehicle shall not be sold pending the decision by the Alabama

Tax Tribunal or circuit court -“udge.

"(3}) If the tribunal or circuit court judge

determines that the motor vehicle 4= was abandoned ahd shreutd

be—soid that proper notice or notices were issued, the motor

vehicle may be sold as an abandoned motor vehicle after notice

of—the—deate—ammd—piace of the sale ts—giver by newspaper
pulrrieation as prescribed in Section 32-13-3.
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"(4) Any contest regarding the sale of an abandoned

motor vehicle, after the sale has occurred, shall be filed in

the circuit court in the county where the sale occurred. Any

contest regarding the reascnable cost of repair, towing,

storage, and all reasonable expenses incurred in connection

with the sale shall be filed in the circuit court in the

county where the sale is scheduled or has occurred.

"§32-13-6.

"fa—fhe A person or firm—other—tiamrar-governmerntat
entity, making the sale of the motor vehicle shall deduct from
the proceeds of such the sale the reasonable cost of repair,
towing, storage, and all reasonable expenses incurred in

connection with swedr the sales—=amd. The person or entity shall

also pay the balance remaining to the license plate issuing
official of the county in which such sale is made to be
distributed to the general fund of the county; provided, that
such costs shall in no event exceed the customary charges for

like services in the community where the sale is made. &mny

"’ » 1 . Jomrrel , Fied
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Aiabama—certificate—of titte—ts—tssued:

Section 2. Sections 32-13-9 and 32-13-10 are added
to the Ccde of Alabama 1975, to read as follows:

§32-13-9.

The department shall administer this chapter and may
call upon any law enforcement agency and officer of this state
for assistance as it may deem necessary in order to ensure
enforcement. Law enforcement agencies and officers shall
render assistance to the department as requested.

§32-13-10.

(a) A person, with fraudulent intent, may not make a
material false statement regarding the sale of an abandoned
motor vehicle.

(b) A person in violation of subsection (a) commits

a Class C felony.
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(c) A person, whether present or absent, who aids,
abets, induces, procures, or causes the commission of an act
in violation of subsection (a) commits a Class C feleony.

Section 3. All laws or parts of laws which conflict
with this act are hereby repealed to the extent they'conflict
with this act.

Section 4. Although this bill would have as its
purpose or effect the requirement of a new or increased
expenditure of local funds, the bill is excluded from further
requirements and application under Amendment 621, now
appearing as Section 111.05 of the Official Recompilation of
the Constitution of Alabama of 1901, as amended, because the
bil]l defines a new crime or amends the definition of- an
existing crime.

Section 3. This act shall become effective on July
1, 2016, following its passage and approval by the Governor,

or upon its otherwise becoming law.
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Speaker of the House of Representatives

<

President and Presidfng Cffifer of the Senate

House of Representatives

I hereby certify that the within Act originated in
and was passed by the House 26-MAY-15, as amended.

Jeff Woodard
Clerk

Senate 04-JUN-15 Passed

APPROYED é-//_cﬁo/f
[ 9 eo /A&a

P

GOVERNOR

Rlabama Secretary Of State

Act Num....: 2015-470
Pill Num...: H-458
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